
                       
 

Starting Fall 2017, the University of Illinois College of Medicine (UICOM) will be implementing a 
brand new curriculum with the incoming Class of 2021. This process has been underway since 
2013 and has involved hundreds of faculty members, administrators, and students as key 
stakeholders along the way across all three campuses – Chicago, Peoria, and Rockford.  One 
important component of the MD Curriculum Renewal has been the incorporation of both 
literature-based best practices as well as feedback from the students and faculty. While several 
aspects of the curriculum are still being planned, particularly in regards to the curriculum of 
Phases 2 & 3, many decisions have already been made that will improve the educational 
experience of medical students at UICOM for generations to come. 

 
Mission Statement

 
The mission of the MD program at the University of Illinois College of Medicine is to educate 
exemplary physicians and physician scientists to serve the diverse populations and medical 
needs of the people of Illinois, the Nation, and the global community. We achieve this mission 
through an innovative and evolving curriculum that integrates the basic, clinical and social 
sciences, and through a learning environment that emphasizes self-directed, individualized and 
experiential learning.   We prepare our graduates to provide compassionate patient care; to 
demonstrate effective interprofessional collaboration, leadership and advocacy in health care; 
to provide care for underserved urban and rural populations; and to translate research 
discoveries into clinical practice. 

 
Organizing Principles and Learning Strategies  

 
The former MD curriculum at UICOM followed the traditional 2+2 structure of medical 
education where students spend the first two years predominantly in the classroom learning 
the basic and clinical sciences, and the latter two years working predominantly in the clinics and 
wards in various specialties. In response to popular opinion and evidence-based best practices, 
the M1 and M2 curriculum (now referred to as Phase 1) will be a predominantly systems-based, 
integrated curriculum that is 
shared across all campuses.  
 
The entire curriculum will be 
organized to include five major 
themes: Foundational Knowledge; 
Clinical Practice of Medicine; 
Health, Illness & Society; Health 
Care Systems; and Professional 
Development. 
 
The Phase 1 curriculum will focus 
on fundamental principles and 
skills and will be organized as a series of largely organ system-based blocks, integrating the 
study of normal structure and function with disease processes, and further integrating content 
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related to each of the five curricular themes into each block. Each block will relate to the others 
in a “spiral” fashion with planned reiteration to address content in greater depth. Each block 
will contain a predictable weekly schedule with dedicated independent study time, increased 
immersion in active learning environments, early and frequent clinical experiences, and will 
conclude with a week-long synthesis period. The last block before the USMLE Step1 study 
period will be a “Synthesis & Review” block, which will work to integrate all material together 
before moving onto board exams and core clerkships.  
 

 
 

While the detailed organization and structure of Phases 2 & 3 are still in progress, several 
guiding principles have emerged. The transition from Phase 1 to Phase 2 will take place in the 
spring of M2 year in order to provide flexibility in scheduling clinical electives as well as time for 
research, global experiences, dual degree and special curricular programs, and remediation. All 
five curricular themes will continue into these phases and a common calendar for clerkship 
rotations will facilitate opportunities for students across campuses. The focus of the clinical 
curriculum and assessment of students’ competencies will include a focus on the core 
“Entrustable Professional Activities,” 13 tasks deemed essential for students to be able to 
perform with minimal supervision on day 1 of residency. 
 
Frequent opportunities for formative and summative 
assessment will be provided throughout all three phases, 
including the use of new methods and technologies. Phase 
1 grades for all curricular components will be reported as 
Pass or Fail to facilitate a cooperative learning 
environment. Clerkship grades will be reported as 
Outstanding, Advanced, Proficient, or Unsatisfactory. 
 
The re-design of the UICOM curriculum will allow for the 
continued incorporation of new and advanced 
technologies including Google Glass, Anatomage 3D 
Medical Imaging, and Osmosis learning platforms.  
 
At each and every step throughout the process, student 
feedback and participation has been elicited. The faculty 
leadership spearheading the new curriculum was chosen 
from more than 100 applicants and chosen due to their 
expertise, passion for education, and positive feedback 
from the student body. 


